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Ranville
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REFERENCE: ABNOP20/06/09 Operation Overlord + 3
TASK ORGANIZATION:
 7th Bn. (LI) was tasked with active patrolling and intelligence gathering operations near the Bois de Bavent east of Ranville in anticipation of breaking out and pushing the Germans.
HQ was established at a small cottage and fighting positions were emplaced round the cottage. Coys A, B and C were south of HQ Coy and were already in rather constant contact with German forces. 
On 200619441200 a patrol consisting of Maj. Fieth, RSM Black, Sjt. Shores, Cpl. Rhodearmer, Cpl. Redmon, L. Cpl. Stefanski, L. Cpl. Black, L. Cpl. Morrow, Ptes. Middleton, Smythe, Decker, Wells, Maloney, Dileo. Two Free French Legionnaires joined the patrol. The French Marquis had attacked a German roadblock along a roadway to our front. The patrol came upon them just as the battle was taking place. Due to surprise, the Marquis were able to kill all of the Feldgendarme on the roadblock. Expecting a probable counter attack, 7 Para established a defensive position around the guard post. 
On 200619441220 an allied vehicle patrol was seen heading south. There were several jeeps and trucks carrying Allied infantry. They stopped at the gate and spoke with us about what was possibly ahead. While taking a break, a German scout patrol consisting of combination motorcycles with machine guns came north and engaged the forces at the gate. Other german troops rapidly reinforced the scout forces and a heated battle took place. Elements of American parachute units were seen advancing on the area from either flank, so 7 Para held fire, reloaded, and prepared to initiate an assault on the Germans. As the American paras started moving, 7 Para charged from behind the vehicles, followed by the American infantry. The final assault carried the German positions and all were killed or captured.
ASSESSMENT:

1. The German forces continue to build and more elements of the LAH have been noticed in the areas to our front.
2. Allied forces were assisted in this case by the French partisans in taking the guard post. The Free French who were present fought with great courage. 

3. 7 Para again demonstrated their ability to adjust and adapt to the fluid conditions of the battlefield and to overcome obstacles. Each officer and other rank parachutist conducted themselves in a manner worthy of the 6th Airborne Division.

RSM R. W. Black

7th Btn.

ACKNOWLEDGE:

Major K. W. Fieth, Officer Commanding
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