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Veghel
1605194419:00
REFERENCE: ABNOP16/05/09 Operation Market-Garden
TASK ORGANIZATION:
 7th Bn. (LI) was tasked with taking and holding the village of Veghel enroute to Arnhem. Following Bn. linkup, 7 Para was to move south to reinforce Arnhem bridgehead. Due to heavy antiaircraft fire, several transport aircraft were diverted off target and the sticks jumped well north and east of the intended landing zones. 
Survivors of Load 12 consisted of RSM R. Black, S. Sjt. J. Spurgeon, Sjt. G. Shores, Cpl. C. Rhodearmer, L. Cpl. L. Black, Pte. K. Smith, Pte. L. Middleton and Pte. W. Kinton. Upon arrival at Veghel, it was found that a small detachment of US paratroopers had also been misdirected and were now in possession of the mostly deserted town. A commander’s meeting was held and both units agreed to work together to attempt to advance on the next village and clear it if possible. There were no radio communications with any HQ element. We met with five local partisans and they stated that there was a sizeable German force in the area.
On 1605194408:00 a patrol consisting of Sgt. G. Shores, Cpl. Rhodearmer, L. Cpl. Black, Pte. Smith, Pte. Kinton moved south against Objective Thor. This patrol was joined by 6 members of the US 101st Div. Enroute the patrol encountered a much larger German force patrolling the same area. Another patrol consisting of RSM Black, S. Sjt. Spurgeon and Pte. Middleton proceeded south about fifteen minutes behind the first patrol and also encountered both SS Panzergrendiers and paratroopers. As the lead patrol had determined that the next village was infested with Germans, both patrols withdrew and a further plan was made to strike from two directions, with the smaller element drawing fire so that the larger element could advance into the village.
RSM, S. Sjt. Spurgeon and Pte. Middleton proceeded back north and circled to the east of the village, creeping to within sight of the buildings. On the agreed-upon time, the attack and launched and the village entered. The Germans took heavy casualties, but due to the number of machinegun emplacements and their overwhelming numbers, our attack was finally repulsed.

Allied units returned to the village of Veghel and prepared a defense in depth. OPs were sent on the flanks and were to report on enemy movement without engaging them, if possible. At approximately 160519441400 the OPs came back in unseen and reported movement on both flanks as well as through the middle toward the village. 7 Para was holding three buildings on the right flank of the line. The first enemy probe was met with withering fire from well concealed paras and they were turned east toward the US portion of the village. A brisk firefight continued with German motorcycles probing the roadways in and around the village. Each time they were met with fire and stopped, but this did give the enemy a better location of our defensive positions. The fighting became building to building, often hand to hand close quarters. 7 Para noticed that the enemy had managed to eliminate the Allied defenders to the left flank and had completely enclosed our pocket of resistance. RSM made the decision to try and punch our way through the lines back to Nijmegen. 
All remaining paras charged their weapons and we threw white smoke into the street. Upon the whistle, we charged into the fray, firing rapidly and shouting “Whoa, Mohammed!” This did catch the Germans to our front quite by surprise, but we were caught in a crossfire by those further east and south and were all wounded or killed. 

ASSESSMENT:

1. The weak reserve units that Intelligence had reported as being in the area proved instead to be SS Panzergrenadiers of the 1 LAH and German parachutists. Had our wireless communications functioned, an airstrike by Typhoons or XXX Corps. Artillery would have inflicted heavy casualties on the Germans. 
2. From the beginning, the Allied forces were drastically outnumbered and did not have the automatic weapons or company level support needed to eliminate hard points within the urban environment. 
3. 7 Para again demonstrated their ability to adjust and adapt to the fluid conditions of the battlefield and to overcome obstacles. Each officer and other rank parachutist conducted themselves in a manner worthy of the 6th Airborne Division.
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